Rete Testis Fluid Samples
A few days after the autumn blood sampling, the rete testis from each of three rams was unilaterally cannulated according to the procedure described by Dacheux et al (1981) and rete testis fluid was collected for 2 days. Spermatozoa were separated by centrifugation (20 mm at 1200 X g at 4 C) and daily fluid samples were stored at -20 C until assayed for androgen binding protein (ABP). et al, (1984) .
Testis Histology
Filter discs were solubilized with 1 ml (Packard Instruments, U.S.A.) for 2 h at 20 C, and counted for radioactivity in 10 ml scintillation fluid. ABP concentration was calculated using the law of mass action, the dissociation constant for DHT-ABP complex being 1.7 nM under our conditions. The daily production of ABP was calculated from daily production of rete testis fluid. 
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